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CONGRESSMAN PRESSES PROBE OF REPORTED CIA-NICARAGUAN CLASH 
BY ROBERT PARRY 

WASHINGTON <fiP> -fi Democratic congressman has called on the House 
intelligence Committee to determine whether American CIA personnel 

TOOK PART IN ft HELICOPTER fiTTftCK fiGftINST KlCARAGUAN GOVERNMENT 
POSITIONS fi YEfiR fiGO. 

Rep. John F. Seiberling, D-Ohioj said that if such rn fiTTftCK 

OCCURRED? THERE WOULD ftPPEfiR TO BE NO GUESTION THfiT THE OPERATIONS' 
WERE IN VIOLATION OF THE HftR POWERS ScT.” 

In December? The -Associated Press reported that American helicopter 

PENS UNDER C*„ CONTRACT EXCHANGED HOSTILE FIRE WITH NlCARAGUAN 

forces twice in 1984, on Jan. 6 and “arch 7. 

U.S. GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS? ; MHO INS ISTED'.ON ' ANONYMITY?. SAID THE CIA 
CONTENDED THE ACTION WAS DEFENSIVE, TO PROTECT CIA-HIRED LATIN 
COMMANDOS WHO HAD COME UNDER FIRE. SUT ONE OFFICIAL SAID THE JAN. fc 
CLASH WAS ACTUALLY AN OFFENSIVE ATTACK ON A NlCARAGUAN ARMS STORAGE 
FACILITY AT THE NORTHERN PORT CITY OF POTOSI. 

J N fi LETTER LftST Friday to Rep. Lee Hamilton, D-Ind.? Intelligence 

wOMrIITTEE CHAIRMAN, SeIBERLING SAID THE ADMINISTRATION COULD HAVE 

VIOLATED THE 1973 *RR POWERS fiCT IF IT DID NOT NOTIFY CONGRESS ABOUT 
the Jan. 6 incident. ’ 

* WOULD BE INTERESTED IN LEARNING WHETHER THE COMMITTEE IS 
CONVINCED THAT THESE INCIDENTS WERE PURELY DEFENSIVE ON THE PART OF 
THE wih EMPLOYEES? . OR WHETHER THERE IS ANY POSSIBILITY THAT THE 
AGENCY EMPLOYEES COULD HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS 
fiGAINST THE GOVERNMENT OF NICARAGUA OR ITS ARMED FORCES,” HE WROTE. 

*F THE LATTER IS THE CASE, THERE WOULD APPEAR TO BE NO QUESTION 
BUT THAT THE OPERATIONS WERE IN VIOLATION OF THE !4RR POWERS fiCT,*” HE 

RDDED * * ** DEEPLT DISTURBED AT THE PROSPECT THAT THE PRESIDENT AND 
HE D.riwCiOn OF CENiRfiL INTELLIGENCE SEEM TO FEEL THAT THEY CAN 
IMPLEMENT THEIR POLICY TOWARD CENTRAL fiMERICA BY VIOLATING THE Hftft 

Powers Rct with impunity.” ; 
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The Nr r Powers Bct? enacted ' over President N iso n * s veto: n IP? 37 

RESTRICTS ft PRESIDENT’S POWERS TO COMMIT ti.S. MILITARY FORCES ABROAD 
WITHOUT NOT I F I CRT I ON ft N D RPPROVftL OF CONGRESS. 

IT REQUIRES THE -PRESIDENT TO NOTIFY CONGRESS WITHIN 48 HOURS RNY 
TINE HE SENDS COHBftT TROOPS INTO ft FOREIGN COUNTRY ftND STATES THAT 
iHE TROOPS HUST BE WITKDRfiWN WITHIN CO DAYS UNLESS CONGRESS DECLARES 
NftR OR AUTHORIZES THE FORCES TO STAY. 

UNE CONGRESSIONAL OFFICIAL? WHO INSISTED ON ANONYMITY) SAID IT IS 
NOT CLEAR THftT THE fiCT WOULD APPLY TO CIVILIAN PARAMILITARY FORCES 
UNDER CONTRACT TO THE CIP? BUT HE ADDED THftT THE HOUSE INTELLIGENCE 

Committee was reviewing the issue. 

^IN RESPONSE TO AN EARLIER LETTER BY SeIBERLING ON THE QUESTION? REP. 
hDWftRB P, POLAND-? D-P.fiSS»j THE. COMM ITTEE_’_S FORMER CHAIRMAN) SftID THE 
Jl? STORY REFERRED “TO RCTICNS WHICH TOOK PLACE 

RESPECTIVELY” BUT ADDED THftT 4 ‘THE ONLY STATUTORY 
RESTRICTION’’ ON THE CIR’s NlCRRAGUAN COVERT ACTION EXISTING THEN WftS 
A 524 MILLION CAP ON SPENDING. 

iHE COMMITTEE HRS MADE ITS DISPLEfiSURE RBOUT LfiCK OF NOTIFICfiTION 
ABOUT THE MINING fiWO OTHER PARAMILITARY ACTIVITIES IN NICARAGUA 
ABUNDANTLY CLEAR?’’ SOLRND SAID. 

Congress suspended funding for the covert war last year? but' 
President Reagan is expected to push for renewed spending after the 

.CyiOFF EXPIRES^ EB. 28. 
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